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from the damp. There was no want of space, so that
*ach object could be methodically arranged. Besides, the
colonists had still at their disposal the little grotto above
the great cavern, which was like the garret of the new
dwelling.
This plan settled, it had only to be put into execution,
The miners became brick-makers again, then the brids
were brought to the foot of Granite House.   Till then,
Harding and his companions had only entered the cavern
by the long passage.   This mode of communication obliged
them first to climb Prospect Heights, making a detour by
the river's bank, and then to descend two hundred feet
through the passage, having to climb as far when they
wished to return to the plateau.   This was a great loss of
time, and was also very fatiguing.    Cyrus Harding, there-
fore, resolved to proceed without any further delay to the
fabrication of a strong rope ladder, which, once raised,
would render Granite House completely inaccessible.
This ladder was manufactured with extreme care, and
its uprights, formed of the twisted fibres of a species of
cane, had the strength of a thick cable. As to the rounds^
they were made of a sort of red cedar, with light, strong
branches; and this apparatus was wrought by the masterly
hand of Pencroft
Other ropes were made with vegetable fibres, and a sort
of craue with a tackle was fixed at the door. In this way